
Abergwili to Town 

 

Leave the Bishop's Park car park by the gateway to the left of The Lodge and turn left. Walk through the original 
Abergwili village, noticing just before you leave it, the Community Orchard on the right, planted with native Welsh 
apple varieties along with rustic benches and a totem pole! and the flood gates which can close the road at times of 
high water levels. 

Continue across the floodplain and the bridge over the River Gwili, which joins the Tywi just past here, and then the 
road bridge over the dual carriageway. The large buildings set back from the road to your right are Glangwili Hospital, 
the site of Abergwili POW camp. Turn off the road left immediately before the first house and follow a section of 
Cycleway 47. After about 100 yards, just before two barriers on the cycleway, turn right through a kissing gate to 
follow a path at the rear of a row of houses. 

Steps will take you up to pavement level on Tanerdy roundabout. Take a few steps left and go down the next set of 
steps. Follow the path until it re-emerges on the main road, here called Tanerdy Road. 

After a few yards, stop at the road sloping down left which leads to a builders' merchant's yard. The two substantial 
buildings, now with modern roofs, are the remains of the Carmarthen Ironworks. 

Continue along Tanerdy Road for a couple of hundred yards until you see the grassy banks of the Amphitheatre on 
the opposite side. Cross the road to visit. 

Back on Tanerdy Road, which becomes Abbey Mead, continue a few yards to the pedestrian crossing. Cross at the 
crossing and continue down an un-named road to emerge after 50 yards in Parc Hinds. Take the path right to walk 
across the top of the park. The stone walls to your right as you approach the corner of the park are remains of St 
John's Priory. Go down the steps and turn right through the arch, also a reminder of the Priory. Continue up hill to 
get back to the main road.  

Turn left and continue on the pavement until you reach the Carmarthen County War Memorial. It has an unusual 
dedication, to: “Nurses and officers and men of all ranks from this county”. It stands in front of the building which was 
the Carmarthenshire Infirmary. Notice the wording carved in stone above the entrance. 

You will see St Peter's church ahead of you. Cross the road to visit and see Bishop Ferrar's memorial. Come back 



out and re-cross the road and continue with the church on your left. Cross the road which enters St Peter's car park to 
see an information panel which includes John Speed's map from 1610 which shows the Priory gateway you have just 
walked through. 

Continue on to King Street. The smart white building on your right is now the library. It was built in 1760 as the town 
house of the Morgan family who built and ran the ironworks. The railings are dated 1761 and may be a product of 
their foundry. 

Now cross King Street into Church Lane, keeping the church on your left. Some attractive murals on your right show 
scenes from Carmarthen's past. I particularly like the cyclists on the velodrome! 

Continue and cross the road in front of you by the bus shelter. Turn right on to Spilman Street. A  hundred yards or so 
along it you will come to Napier House, set back from the road on your left. Return to the point where you crossed 
the road by the bus shelter. Turn right before the first house and go down hill, passing St John's Court on your left. 
Follow the wide pavement around to the left on to The Parade, a road of mainly attractive 19th century houses. The 
substantial green-painted house was Carmarthen's Presbyterian College. 

Follow the road, dropping down hill as the road name changes to The Esplanade. It is hard to imagine that the last 
group of four houses before the road becomes a cycleway, are converted from Carmarthen's Old Grammar School, 
which was located here for 40 years in the mid 19th century.   

Continue on to the cycleway. When the path forks, go right, keeping with the cycleway. Immediately you will notice the 
leat on you left which took water from the River Gwili to the ironworks. Continue following the cycleway until you get 
back to the point where you left Abergwili Road, opposite the hospital buildings. Turn right to return to the Bishop's 
Palace 

Alternative return route 

Leave the cycleway at an indistinct path that drops down on your left to follow an underpass beneath the dual 
carriageway. This will take you on to a path which follows the rivers and leads you back to Abergwili Road. 

Advantages: 

• a more varied return route 

• you follow the Towy and pass the point where it is joined by the Gwili 



Disadvantages: 

• the underpass is normally muddy 

• there are often grazing cattle in these meadows 

• these meadows are sometimes flooded. 
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1. Camp 252, Abergwili  ilitary POW Hospital 

During WWII, the Glangwili hospital site was first an experimental U.S. Army tented hospital and, after the Americans 
left for the D-Day landings, a Prisoner of War camp. Prisoners were held here through to 1947 but the most infamous 
internee of them all was Otto Kretschmer. 

He was the Third Reich's most successful U-boat commander. In the first 1  months of the war his submarines sank 
47 Allied ships, destroying more than a quarter million tons of shipping. He was fêted as a war hero in Nazi Germany. 
After his surrender in 1941 he spent seven years in prisoner-of-war camps, mainly in Canada but also here at Camp 
 5 . 

After the war, he re-joined the German navy, rose to become an Admiral and served with NATO. Ironically, he died 
aged  6 in a boating accident on the Danube. 

Before the war, these were open fields. Glangwili Hospital opened in 1949. 

2. The Carmarthen Ironworks 

Robert Morgan built an ironworks here in 174 , originally powered by water brought along a leat from the River Gwili. 
He added a forge and tin mills and its products became famous with their “MC” stamp, meaning Morgan Carmarthen. 
The works employed men, women and girls! Capitalising on the Seven Years War, Morgan for a few years 
manufactured canon for the British government. 

In the 1790s, Philip Vaughan was a co-owner who, in 1794, patented the ball bearing for reducing friction between the 
wheels and axels of carriages - the basic blueprint for all modern ball bearings. 

By the 1  0s it became uneconomical to transport coal and iron ore to Carmarthen to manufacture iron so the works 
continued as a tin-plating mill but, by 1900, that too had closed. 

 

3. Roman Amphitheatre 

The amphitheatre dates from the  nd century AD and would have been the focus for entertainment for Carmarthen 



and the surrounding area. It would have been used for one-to-one gladiator combats, fights with animals like lions 
and panthers, public executions of criminals and re-enactments of naval battles. These spectacular, blood-curdling 
shows began to go out of fashion when the Romans adopted Christianity. 

The amphitheatre has been partly reconstructed, showing the oval open-air arena which had a raised wooden seating 
area for as many as 5,000 spectators. 

Of the   0 amphitheatres that have been located throughout the Roman Empire, this one is unique: it is the most 
westerly. 

 

4. St John's Priory 

Carmarthen's Augustinian Priory was founded by Bishop Bernard of St David's in 11 5 on the site of a Celtic church 
dating back possibly to the 6th century. It covered the area shaded grey on the map but it was dissolved in 15 7. 

Little now remains except for the arched medieval gateway, now converted into four houses, and an  -metre section 
of the precinct wall, also known as the Nun's Walk, which stands on the north side of the park, Parc Hinds, and is 
attached to the wall of  No 6 Old Priory Road. 

The Black Book of Carmarthen (so-called because of its black cover) was written here on vellum by a single scribe in 
the mid-1 th century and is one of the earliest-surviving manuscripts written entirely in Welsh. It is a collection of 
poems dating from the 9th to the 1 th century, some of them telling of the legends of Arthur and Merlin. 

 

5. The Carmarthenshire Infirmary 

The Carmarthenshire Infirmary which was financed by public subscription, was opened here in 1 5  by Connop 
Thirlwall, Bishop of Saint David's. For the previous decade it had been located in Carmarthen Jail! 

It was taken over by the Red Cross during WW1 and used to treat military casualties from Britain, Canada, Australia 
and Belgium. Local car clubs arranged days out for the wounded troops. In July 1916 a fleet of cars and motor-cycles 
with sidecars took more than 60 wounded patients for a day out at Llansteffan beach. 

The Infirmary eventually closed in 1996 and grew increasingly derelict until it was tastefully converted into flats in 



 017. 

 

6. Bishop Ferrar 

Robert Ferrar was the second Bishop of St David's to live at Abergwili and he had the misfortune to live in a period of 
enormous religious upheaval. While at Oxford he was punished for reading Tyndale's English translation of the New 
Testament – illegal in Catholic England. Made Bishop in 1549 under Edward VI, he helped introduce Protestant 
reforms to Wales but found himself in conflict with his cathedral clergy at St David's which led to several periods in 
prison. 

When Mary Tudor came to the throne in 155 , he was required to revert to Catholicism which he refused to do. He 
was removed as Bishop in 1554 and was charged with heresy and sentenced to death here in St Peter’s Church. He 
was burnt alive at the stake in 1555 in what is now Carmarthen’s Nott Square. 

 

7. Napier House 

Dorothea Bate was born in Napier House and in 1 9 , aged 19 and with no formal education, she talked herself into 
a job at The Natural History Museum. She rose over the next 50 years to become the authority on archaeo-zoology - 
the study of animal bones from archaeological sites.   

She carried out expeditions around the Mediterranean and Middle East, along with a handful of other pioneering 
Edwardian female scientists, and was the first to discover fossils of extinct European mammals: dwarf elephants and 
deer, an adult dwarf mammoth from three million years ago which stood just one metre high and the tiniest hippo that 
ever lived. She also identified prehistoric giant tortoises and the bizarre Myotragus, or cave-goat, which had lived for 
about 5 million years on Majorca but died out around 4,000 years ago. 

One of Dorothea's favourite techniques would not be encouraged by today's archaeologists – she was an enthusiastic 
user of sticks of dynamite! 

 

 



8. Carmarthen's Presbyterian College 
 
Until the 1 50s, Nonconformists were not allowed to study for degrees at Oxford or Cambridge so the Nonconformist 
churches established dissenting academies to train ministers for their chapels. The first in South Wales was set up by 
Samuel Jones in 16 0 in Brynllywarch, near Bridgend, but it then moved to several different locations. It came to 
Carmarthen in about 1704, moved away and finally returned in 1796. 

The attractive purpose-built college we see was constructed for it in 1 40. In 1 4  it was recognised as a college of 
the University of London and became the first institution in Wales offering a university degree, beating Lampeter by 
10 years! 

It continued as a college until 196  and is now an Evangelical Church. 

 

9. The Old Grammar School 

An interesting “old boy” of the grammar school is William Spurrell. He attended the school in the 1  0s when it still 
operated from a chapel in Lammas Street. He set up as a printer and publisher in Carmarthen from 1 40. 

Some of his most significant publications were a Welsh-English dictionary in 1 4  and an English-Welsh dictionary in 
1 5  along with a Welsh Grammar. An updated version of his dictionary is still published as the Collins Spurrell Welsh 
Dictionary. He also published and printed books on behalf of the University of Wales before its own Press was 
established.   

A blue plaque marks the site of his printing works in King Street. 

 

 


